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COIMBATOKE  MANUAL.

Kumber of schools and colleges.
	Under instruction.
								Population.
			
	Brahmans.
		f
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	Male.
		Female.
	Total.

936
	1,642
		289
	6,4:61
	312
		226
	8,930
	316,931
		321,268
	638,199

Percentage of {< under instruction " to population.
		Percentage of males to male population.
				Percentage of males to male school-going population at one-eighth of the total.
				Percentage of males in 1881 to male school-going population at one-eighth of the total.
		
1-39
		2-79
				11-2 or Z in 9
				10-5 or 1 in 9J
		
Assuming that the population of 1822 was given tolerably correctly
(though this is doubtful), it will be found that the proportion under
instruction was 1 in 71J as compared with 1 in 71 in 1881. The
figures for 1871 would show a decided retrogression from those of 1822.
Though the numerical ratio for 1881 is little in advance of that for
1822, the absolute quantity of education is of course much greater,
while the quality is considerably better so far as the scope of a mere
literary education extends* But the history of education in Ooimbatore
is very unsatisfactory, except that private effort has done almost every-
thing, at least up to 1871.

The considerable number of schools shown above could not have
sprung up within the first twenty-two years of the British assumption ;
primary instruction for the masses, and a scientific training, as then
understood, for Brahmans, were not wholly neglected prior to 1799: save,
however, the endowed colleges, the schools appear to have been purely
private and without Government interference or recognition. It must be
remembered that the general instruction given in 1822 was of the poorest
description and cultivated the memory at the expense of the reasoning
powers; it was merely that of the non-inspected pial schools of the
present day.

The subject was then taken up by Government and a Board of
Instruction formed. The result of Government effort was the establish-
ment of oollectorate and tahsildari (taluk) schools about the year 1826;
the masters for the former, of which there were to be two in each
district, were selected by the Collector and sent to the Presidency for
training; those for the latter were chosen from among the people of the
town in which the school was to be placed, the selection being left to
the chief men of the place. The stipend of oollectorate school teachers
was Bs. 15 and that of taluk schoolmasters Bs. 9, Voluntary fees and
presents were alone to bo accepted by the teacher, cornpul-